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rocky steps to form the Kintampo Falls, as it continues its journey towards the Black Volta. The Fuller Falls, 7 kilometres west of Kintampo, (the centre point of the country), also provides a scenic 
beauty as River Oyoko gently flows over a series of cascades towards the Black Volta. Another scenic site is the River Tano Pool which houses sacred fish that are jealously protected by the local 
community who live along the river nearTechiman. There is also a pool on the Atweredaa River, which runs through the Techiman market. 

serves as home for black and white colobus and mona monkeys. The forest also provides a natural habitat for different species of butterfly. Buoyem caves, which are hidden in a dry semi-deciduous 
forest, house a large colony of rosetta fruit bats. The Pinihini Amovi caves are also historic underground caves near FiemaThe tourist attraction sites in the region cannot be complete without mention 

Banda to the proposed site of the Bui Dam, is home to many rare wildlife and vegetation. Part of the Volta Lake flows through the region and Yeji, Prang, and Kwame Danso are important towns 

Nationality and ethnicity 






Ghanaians by birth in the districts ranges from 91 to 97 per cent, with Sunyani having the highest (96.7%). Ghanaians by naturalization constitute between 5 and 6 per cent of the total populations of 
nationals (1 .5%) and non-Africans (1 .2%). 

activities. Berekum also has some religious organisations, mainly Catholic, and other foreign NGOs with significant expatriate personnel carrying out social work. The high proportion of ECOWAS 
nationals in Atebubu (3.8%) and Sene (2.8%) is difficult to explain, since the districts do not share a border with any of the neighbouring countries. It may be due to migration from Togo, Benin, 


The predominant ethnic group in the region and in all the districts is Akan, except in Sene where the Guans predominate. Apart from Sene and Atebubu where the Ewes and Gurmas are the second 
predominant ethnic groups, the Mole-Dagbon ethnic group is the second largest in all the other districts. Three other groups of northern origin, Gurma, Grusi and Mande-Busanga are one-tenth of the 

The presence of the Guans in large proportion in Atebubu and Sene may not be due entirely to migration. That part of the region was formerly part of the Northern Region, inhabited by the Gonjas, 
one of the Guan sub-groups, before it was made part of Brong Ahafo in 1959. More than three-fifths of the Akans in the region are Brongs. Asantes and Ahafos are two other recognisable Akan 
groups in the region. Dagombas constitute the highest proportion of Mole Dagbons. Three other ethnic groups, Kusasi, Nabdom and Dagomba, constitute more than one third of the Mole Dagbons. 
The remaining groups from the south, Guans, Ewes and Ga-Dangme are less than one tenth of the region’s population. 

The distribution of the population by the various religious denominations in the region is nearly the same as the total country, except traditional religion and no religion that exchange the order. 
Christianity (70.8%) has the largest following, while Islam (16.1%) and no religion (7.8%) are the significant others. Another change of order different from the national is that Catholics (22.6%) 
outnumber Pentecostals (20.8%). Brong Ahafo has a strong Catholic legacy, with many Catholic institutions including 7 hospitals in 7 districts. It is therefore no surprise that the Church chose Fiapre 
in the Sunyani District for the establishment of the first Catholic University in the country. Large followers of Christianity are in all districts. Over four-fifths of the population in Berekum (87.4%), Jaman 
(83.9%), Sunyani (80.9%) and Dormaa (80.3%) are Christians. The protestant churches (28.6%) have the largest following in Berekum, followed by the Pentecostal (28.0%). 

Pentecostals outnumber Catholics in eight districts, the most prominent being Sunyani where the difference is more than 10 percentage points. Jaman has the largest proportion of Catholics, where 
nearly two out of every five people are Catholics. Though more than half of the population in Atebubu (50.5%), Kintampo (51 .4%) and Sene (56.6%) profess to be Christians, the proportion of 
Christians in these districts is low compared to the other districts. 

Islam is practised mainly in Kintampo (29.7%) and Atebubu (24.4%), where Moslems outnumber the two most professed Christian denominations, Catholics (21 .4%) and Pentecostals (17.6%). The 
Moslems are mainly Mole-Dagbon who are quite a substantial group in the districts. Techiman (20.7%) and Wenchi (20.0%) also have a sizeable number of Moslems, though Catholics outnumber 
them. Islam (6.1%) and traditional religion (10.6%) are least practised in Berekum. Traditional religion is most practised in Sene (18.8%), followed by Atebubu (15.7%) and Kintampo (10.0%). Sene 
also has the largest proportion professing no religion (13.6%). 

Traditional religion ranks second after Pentecostal while no religion ranks fourth after Catholic in the district. Nkoranza also has more than one tenth (11.6%) of the population professing no religion. 
The proportion of females professing the Christian faith (73.5%) is higher than males (68.2%) in the region, in all districts in the region and total country. Apart from Catholics in Sunyani and Berekum 

Type of dwelling 

Rooms in compound houses are the predominant occupied units by households in most districts, except Kintampo (31.8%) and Sene (41.4%) where the separate house is the predominant dwelling 
unit Jaman (62.1%) and Berekum (59.8%) have the highest proportion of households occupying rooms in compound houses, with four districts (Sunyani, Tano, Wenchi and Techiman) having 
between 50.0 per cent and 60.0 per cent of households occupying such units. Flats and apartments are used more in Sunyani (4.6%) than in any other district. Except for Berekum (3.4%) and 
Asunafo (2.1%), all other districts have less than 2.0 per cent of households occupying flats and apartments. The use of huts as occupied units is most common in Sene (because of the large rural 
settlements) while Sunyani and Berekum (the most urbanised districts) have most of the improvised homes (kiosk/container). Tents are the least used occupied units. 

Cultural and Social Structure 


of Ghanaians by birth indicates that there are n 


Ethnicity 

The predominant ethnic group is the Akan, (62.7%) followed by the Mole-Dagbon (15.4%) and Grusi (4.2%), as shown in Figure 1 .1 . Within the Akan group, the Brong (Bono, including Banda) are 
the largest subgroup (61 .4%), followed by the Asante (1 3.3%) and Ahafo (9.5%). Among constituents of the Mole-Dagbon group, the Dagaaba are the largest (44%) subgroup. 

Religious affiliation 
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Christianity has the largest following (71.0%), followed by Islam (16.1%) and traditional religion (4.6%). A significant proportion (7.8%) reported affiliation with no religion. Catholics are the largest 
denomination of the Christian faith (22.6%), followed by Pentecostal/ Charismatic (20.8%) and Protestant (17.0%). More females (73.5%) than males (68.2%) profess the Christian faith. The reverse 
is true for Islam, traditional religion and those with no religion. 

Education forms an important determinant of the quality of manpower. As such, the educational level of the population, to some extent, reflects the level of social and economic development of a 
country or a community. It is also well known that education constitutes one of the most important factors influencing demographic behaviour and the level of fertility of a population. Statistics on 
literacy provide a measure of progress in the educational development and are necessary in planning for the promotion of adult literacy. Literacy is defined as the ability to read and write in any 
language and relates to those aged 15 years and older. 48.5 per cent of the population of the region, aged 15 years and older, are not literate. This picture is only better than that of the three Northern 
Regions where the illiteracy level is more than 70.0 per cent. 


te in English and a 

region is 49.0 per cent, which is lower than the national average of 54.5 per cent Information flow in terms of posters, brochures, and written adverts will seriously be hampered because of the low 
literacy level. The differences between male and female literacy levels. There are significant differences between the sexes in the not literate and the literate in English and Ghanaian Language 
groups. Among the males, 41.1 per cent are illiterates, which is far lower than that of females (56.0%). 


Educational attainment 

A little over two fifths of the population (42.0%) aged six and older, have never been to school. The proportion of the population that has attained primary (22.3%) and middle/JSS (23.3%) is almost 
the same; only 11.2 per cent have attained a level above the middle/JSS. The education attainment is the same for males and females at the pre-school level (1.2% each) and the primary school 
level, (22.5% males and 22.0% females). Above these two attainment levels, male attainment is higher than that of females at each subsequent level. This low attainment level for females has 
implication for the economic characteristics of the population as well as fertility behaviour. 

A higher percentage of females (68.5%) than males (63.9%) are currently in pre-school and primary school. The percentage of males (60.2%) is lower than that of females (64.3%) at the primary 
school level but the pattern changes to that of a higher percentage of males than females, at each subsequent higher level after the primary school level, (Figure 1.5). More than three fifths (62.1%) of 
those currently in school are in the primary school, followed by those in middle/JSS (22.4%). The proportion of the population currently at the post-secondary level (1 .3%), (including training college, 
nursing, etc.), is the lowest. 


Economic Characteristics 

Economic goods and services are produced and supplied to the market through these earning activities. Statistical data 


economic activities and of the population, therefore, 


essentially 


Agriculture and related work is the major occupation in all districts, accounting for 66.4 per cent of the region's economically active population. It is the main occupation for about two-thirds of the 
economically active group in nine of the 1 3 districts. In the three most urbanised districts, Sunyani (45.9%) Berekum (50.9%) and Techiman (57.1 %), Agriculture and related work account for between 


Production, Transport operators and Labourers (11.3%), Sales workers (7.6%), and Professional and related workers (5.8%). 9 out of the 13 districts have proportions of Productive, Transport 
operators and Labourers above 10.0 percent 3 out of the nine, Sunyani (14.9%), Berekum (14.8%) and Kintampo (13.8%) have the highest proportions. The other 4 districts have less than 10.0 per 


At the regional level Sales workers form only 7.6 percent. However, at the district level, Techiman (13.7%), Sunyani (13.4%) and Berekum (11.2%) have relatively high proportions engaged in sales. 
This is expected as Techiman is the largest market centre in the region. In addition, Sunyani and Berekum are urbanised districts, where sales workers are usually predominant. Proportions of 
Professional, Technical and related workers are generally low in most districts but Sunyani (9.0%) and Berekum (8.7%) have relatively high proportions. These same districts also have appreciable 
proportions of service workers 8.6 and 7.0 per cent respectively. 


Educational attainment and literacy 

Statistics on educational attainment help in knowing the present educational levels of adult population as well as anticipated future requirements of educated manpower for various types of 
economic activity. Such data would be useful for policy makers to plan development and improvement of educational systems on one hand, and to plan economic development programmes in the 


More than two fifths (42.0%) of the population, aged 6 years and older, have never been to school, a very discouraging picture. 


Current school attendance 

The proportion of attending primary school is higher (64.2%) than that for males (60.1 %), at the regional level. However, at the middle/JSS, SSS and beyond, the proportion of males exceed that of 
females at every level. This is also true for all districts except Sunyani and Berekum where female proportions for middle/JSS are slightly higher (24.2%) and (22.9%) than those for males (24.0%) 
and (22.3%), respectively. 
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